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USS Blue Ridge and 7th Fleet Leaders to Visit Otaru

YOKOSUKA, Japan—USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), flagship of Commander, U.S. Seventh Fleet,
forward deployed to Yokosuka, will make a brief port visit to Otaru, Hokkaido on July 18th.

Commanded by Capt. Richard C. McCormack, Blue Ridge is 193.6 meters long, displaces
approximately 19,200 tons and has a complement of approximately 1000 crew and 7" Fleet
Staff.

7™ Fleet Commander Vice Admiral Robert Thomas will meet with key governmental and
JMSDF leaders and speak with media representatives while in Hokkaido.

While visiting Otaru, Blue Ridge will host a shipboard reception for distinguished guests from
the Otaru-Sapporo area, including senior members of the Self Defense Forces. The crew is
looking forward to meeting the local citizens, shopping and sightseeing, enjoying the local
cuisine, especially the excellent local sea food, and learning more about this scenic and historic
area of Hokkaido.

Seventh Fleet aircraft will also participate in the 28" Sapporo Airshow July 20™. In celebration
of the Hokkaido Aeronautical Association’s 50" Anniversary, Seventh Fleet aircraft will include
an EA-18 Growler Electronic Attack jet, P-3 and P-8 patrol aircraft and numerous helicopters as
well as aircraft from the U.S. Marines and U.S. Air Force.

Seventh Fleet is the largest of the U.S. Navy's forward-deployed fleets with 70-80 ships and
submarines, 140 aircraft, and approximately 40,000 Sailors and Marines at any given time in the
region. Seventh Fleet’s area of responsibility spans more than 124 million square kilometers,
stretching from the International Date Line to the India/Pakistan border; and from the Kuril
Islands in the North to the Antarctic in the South, including 36 maritime countries and 50% of
the world’s population.
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